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Introduction

Canada is a federal country composed of 10 provinces and 3 territories, each enjoying a high degree 
of autonomy. From a linguistic perspective, the constitution recognizes the co-official status of 
English and French. Each province, however, determines its own official language: in Quebec, it 
is French; in New Brunswick, both English and French; in Nunavut, English, French, and Inuktitut; 
and in the rest of the provinces and territories, English. According to the 2021 census, English is the 
primary official language spoken by 76.1% of the population, compared to 22% for French, with the 
remainder speaking other languages. From an educational standpoint, Canada has a decentralized 
system to the extent that there is no federal ministry of education. The administration of education 
falls under the exclusive jurisdiction of each province and territory. However, a Council of Ministers 
of Education serves as a forum where common interests are discussed, initiatives are implemented, 
and the country is represented in international organizations. Its president is elected on a rotating 
basis among the provinces for a two-year term. Additionally, there is a secretariat with an executive 
director who coordinates and supports this intergovernmental body.
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When it comes to foreign language education, French for English speakers and English for French 
speakers are naturally the primary choices. However, in recent years, the Spanish language has 
experienced significant growth. The number of Spanish speakers is estimated at 1,200,000. Although 
it is difficult to obtain precise data due to the constant migration of Spanish speakers, the increase 
in economic, commercial, and cultural relations with Spanish-speaking countries, along with 
the recognition of multilingualism and multiculturalism as key aspects of Canadian identity, has 
significantly boosted the study of Spanish.

The ministries of Education in various provinces recognize the importance and growth of Spanish, 
support its inclusion as a second or third language in curricula, and facilitate its teaching and 
learning within the education system. Spanish education is particularly well-established in the 
province of Alberta, where approximately 15,000 students participate in Spanish programs, both 
in bilingual programs and Spanish as a second language courses. Additionally, Spanish is steadily 
expanding across the country, being offered in secondary schools through international language 
programs, as well as at Canadian universities.

Regarding the main achievements of the office of the Canadian Attaché, under the Education Office 
in the United States and Canada, it is worth highlighting:

The consolidation of the network of bilingual Spanish schools (ISA) and the visiting teacher 
program, which have become a model for other languages.

The strengthening relationships with Canadian universities.

The success of language assistant programs and resource centers.
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The Spanish language in the 
Canadian Education System
Currently, most Canadian provinces allow the implementation of bilingual education programs 
in English and French within publicly funded schools. British Columbia, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, 
and Alberta are the only provinces with well-established bilingual programs in English and Spanish. 
These programs have an excellent reputation and serve as models for other bilingual programs in 
languages other than French. The Memorandum of Understanding signed with British Columbia 
in 2016 laid the foundation for expanding Spanish language programs. However, as of now, no 
bilingual Spanish programs have been fully implemented in the province. In Saskatchewan, there 
is significant interest in Spanish, but the low population density makes it challenging to develop 
bilingual programs. Meanwhile, in Ontario, Spanish is offered as part of the Classical Studies and 
International Languages curriculum.
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According to data from the Instituto Cervantes, the DELE Spanish certification exam (A2/B1 for 
school students) is the most popular option among students in Canada.

Spanish in the Canadian Education System

Academic Year 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24

Students in bilingual programs 5728 6143 6316 6960 6046 7398

Teachers 49 37 31 21 25 24

DELE 

Academic Year 2020-2021 2021-2022 2022-2023

Number of students 178 378 471

British Columbia

Students in this province can begin studying Spanish from Grade 5 and continue through Grade 12. 
However, the majority of students choose to start in Grade 9, at the beginning of High School.

Since the Memorandum of Understanding was signed in December 2016 between the Spanish 
Ministry of Education and the British Columbia Department of Education, Spain has focused on 
collaborating with provincial authorities to implement a bilingual English-Spanish program due to 
the high demand for Spanish in the province.

Yukon

Yukon, located in northwestern Canada, follows the British Columbia curriculum but with 
modifications to reflect its Indigenous cultural context. Spanish, like other foreign languages, is 
offered as an optional subject, usually in upper grades. Most students choose French or Indigenous 
languages, meaning Spanish has minimal presence in the curriculum.

Alberta

The province of Alberta has an important number of schools where not only is the Spanish Language 
Arts subject taught, but other subjects are also taught in Spanish through the Content and Language 
Integrated Learning (CLIL) method. 
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These schools began their bilingual programs in the 2001-02 school year under a Memorandum 
of Understanding signed between the province of Alberta and the Ministry of Education of Spain. 
Most of them, specifically 31, have joined the network of International Spanish Academies (ISA). 
Additionally, Alberta offers the possibility of studying Spanish as a second language (Spanish 
Language and Culture or S.L.C.) in nine-year programs (grades 4 to 12), six-year programs (grades 6 
to 12), and three-year programs (grades 10 to 12), with the latter two being the most widespread.

Spanish Enrollment

Program 2021-22 2022-23 Difference

Bilingual (K-9) 5703 6278 +575 (+10%)

Bilingual (10-12) 737 729 -8 (-1%)

L & C (K-9) 2875 2831 -44 (-2%)

L & C (10-12) 8635 8821 +186 (+2%)

Total = 17 950 Total  = 18 659 +709 (+4%)

Saskatchewan

In general, it can be said that Spanish is taught outside of school hours through cultural associations 
of various communities and language centers. The provincial government could recognize these 
courses and allow students to receive credits if they meet the legal requirements. In a very limited 
number of public schools, high school students can take a three-year program in one of the 
languages included in the provincial curriculum, among which Spanish is included.

Manitoba

The Spanish subject is optional in Manitoba and is offered starting from grade 7 in both the 
anglophone and francophone education systems. However, although there is an official curriculum 
from that level, most schools only offer it starting from grade 9. In 2014, the Memorandum of 
Understanding between the Spanish Ministry of Education and the Government of Manitoba was 
renewed to address the growing interest in the Spanish language through the programs managed 
by the Education Office in Ottawa. Starting in the 2016-17 school year, a bilingual program in English 
and Spanish was gradually implemented at Earl Grey School in Winnipeg.
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Ontario

In the province of Ontario, the offering of languages other than French and English is optional, 
and there is a wide variety of languages taught. The program, called International Languages, is 
administered by school districts and funded by the provincial Ministry of Education. There is only a 
curriculum available for grades 9 to 12.

Furthermore, in the large cities of Ontario, there is quite a varied offering of after-school programs 
in foreign languages, with Spanish also being available in this format. These programs, organized 
by the school districts, are designed to help immigrant students stay in touch with their native 
language.

Quebec

The high number of Spanish students in Quebec is particularly significant, considering that French 
is the official language in this province and that learning English as a second language is mandatory 
in Primary and Secondary education. Since 2007, there has been an official Spanish curriculum for 
grades 9 to 11. It is the first curriculum approved for a language other than French or English and 
reflects the growing interest in our language. Similar to Ontario, Spanish courses are also offered 
outside of school hours in the Primary and Intermediate education stages.

Maritime Provinces (New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia) & 
Newfoundland and Labrador

All these provinces and territories have one thing in common: an extremely low population density 
and the importance, in all cases, of a second or even a third language. In the Maritime provinces, the 
teaching of non-English languages relies entirely on French. As mentioned earlier, New Brunswick is 
officially bilingual in French and English. As for Newfoundland and Labrador, in addition to French, 
the teaching of Indigenous languages holds an essential place in the education system. In this 
context, there are no official Spanish programs, and in most cases, the only opportunity to learn this 
language is through distance education.

Post-Secondary Education

The demand for Spanish at this educational level has experienced fluctuations, particularly 
following the pandemic. Major universities offer the opportunity to pursue a specialization in 
Spanish (major). If that is not the case, there is usually the option to take a secondary specialization 
in this language (minor). Additionally, many colleges also provide formal courses in adult continuing 
education programs.

However, numerous universities have faced budget cuts recently due to economic adjustments 
in the provinces. In some cases, this has negatively impacted Spanish programs, resulting in the 
elimination of specialization programs in this language by certain institutions.
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International Educational Outreach 
in Canada
The presence of the Spanish Ministry of Education, Vocational Training, and Sports in Canada dates 
back to 1993 and has grown significantly in recent years. The work carried out has had a major 
impact, both due to decades of activity and the increasing interest in the Spanish language and its 
cultures. While most efforts focus on primary and secondary education, the Ministry offers programs 
at all educational levels across this vast country: preschools, primary schools, secondary schools, 
and universities.

Spanish is now the third most studied language in Canadian educational programs, after English 
and French, and is growing at the fastest rate. The interest in Spanish and its cultures continues to 
increase.

Education Offices

Education Office in Ottawa (1 Education Attaché and 1 Education Advisor)

Education Advisory Office in Edmonton (1 Education Advisor)

The international educational outreach in Canada is promoted and directed by the Education Office 
in the United States and Canada, based in Washington, D.C. In Canada, the Office is represented by 
an Education Office located at the Embassy of Spain in Ottawa. To carry out its functions, the Attaché 
has an Education Attaché and two technical advisors, one in Ottawa and another in Edmonton. The 
Ottawa office manages specific issues related to Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick, Newfoundland 
and Labrador, Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia, and Manitoba. The Technical Advisor in 
Edmonton, in the province of Alberta, is responsible for managing the provinces of Alberta, British 
Columbia, and Saskatchewan.

The Ministry of Education, Vocational Training and Sports has signed Memoranda of Understanding 
with various institutions, including the University of Montreal (1997, renewed in 2022), the province 
of Alberta (1998, last renewed in 2022), the province of Manitoba and Saint Boniface University 
(2008, renewed in 2014), York University (2008), the Edmonton Public Schools and the University 
of Alberta (2009), the province of British Columbia (2016), and the University of Ottawa (2022). 
These agreements outline the scope of collaboration between the Ministry and different Canadian 
institutions, establishing the terms and conditions of such cooperation.

These agreements provide legal support for the implementation of programs such as the Spanish 
Visiting Teachers, International Spanish Academies (ISA), Spanish and Canadian Language and 
Culture Assistants, and Resource Centers.
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Programs

Resource Centers

Edmonton Resource Center
Montreal Resource Center
Toronto Resource Center
Ottawa Resource Center

Spanish Language and Culture Groups (ALCE) ALCE in Montreal (1 classroom, affiliated with 
the ALCE program in New York)

Visiting Teachers Program 25 Spanish teachers in Alberta

Language Assistants Program 5 Spanish language assistants

International Spanish Academies (ISA) 31 ISAs in Alberta

Since the 2008-09 school year, there has been a Spanish Language and Culture Classroom in the city 
of Montreal, affiliated with the Spanish Language and Culture Association (ALCE) in New York. This 
program offers supplementary classes during after-school hours aimed at the children of Spanish 
residents aged seven to eighteen, with the goal of maintaining linguistic and cultural ties. With over 
ten years of history, the Classroom is fully established. In 2023-2024, it serves 52 students enrolled 
in the five levels of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages included in 
the ALCE curriculum. This program helps to address, to some extent, the lack of access to formal 
Spanish language education in Quebec during the Primary Education stage.

ALCE Student Enrollment

Academic Year 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 

Number of students 68 55 59 58  54 52

Source: ALCE Program Statistics

Spanish Language and Culture Heritage Classrooms 
(ALCE)
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ALCE-Montreal: Director and students with the educational inspectorate

International Spanish Academies (ISA)

The International Spanish Academies (ISA) program is an initiative by the Ministry of Education, 
Vocational Training, and Sports, through which schools of recognized educational quality in Canada 
offer a bilingual curriculum in English and Spanish, supported, advised, and recognized by the 
Ministry. These schools provide education from Kindergarten to grade 12, within a framework of 
collaboration between the Ministry of Education and the schools and authorities they depend on. 
The Spanish language and the culture of Spanish-speaking countries are prominently featured in the 
ISA curriculum through language instruction and content in various subjects. Instruction in Spanish 
accounts for at least 50% in Elementary School, 35% in Middle School, and 25% in High School.

Belonging to the ISA network provides these schools with a seal of quality and the prestige of having 
Spanish institutional recognition. Furthermore, the Ministry collaborates with these educational 
centers through various actions, notably by offering the possibility of hosting Spanish conversation 
assistants and preferentially hiring visiting teachers. The Education Office issues diplomas 
recognizing the studies conducted in Spanish to all students who meet the established objectives 
for each educational stage.
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In the province of Alberta, there are 31 schools incorporated into the network through individual 
agreements and cooperation plans between the Ministry and the respective school districts. Alberta 
was a pioneer in adopting this program at its inception and is the only province in Canada where 
they are established. The ISA in Alberta began in the 2001-02 school year with only 100 enrolled 
students, and for the 2023-2024 school year, there are 7,363 enrolled. These ISAs are spread across 
the cities of Calgary (19), Edmonton (11), and Red Deer (1), within educational institutions belonging 
to five school districts. The upcoming addition of Bishop McNally High School, the only non-ISA 
school in the Calgary Catholic district, will complete the cycle and increase the number of schools in 
the network. The next addition is expected to be Coalbanks Elementary School, which has expanded 
its bilingual Spanish program in conjunction with Lakie Middle School. 

The following graph shows the evolution of enrollment:

Graduation Ceremony 2023 Strathcona High School, Edmonton
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Visiting Teachers

This is an international cooperation and mobility program for teachers initiated by the Ministry 
of Education, Vocational Training, and Sports in the province of Alberta in 2001. Similar to its 
counterpart in the United States, this program has allowed Spanish teachers the opportunity to 
promote our language and culture in classrooms in the United States and Canada, to develop 
professionally and personally, as well as to enhance the quality of teaching in our classrooms upon 
their return to Spain. During the 2023-24 school year, a total of 24 visiting teachers taught in bilingual 
Spanish-English schools in Alberta.

Source: Visiting Teachers Program Statistics

This program is very popular among the Canadian university community. This year, nearly 300 
Canadian conversation assistants have performed their duties in schools, high schools, and official 
language schools across Spain. Coming from all provinces and territories of Canada, the number of 
participants increases gradually year by year. Their role is to support English and French teachers in 
their Spanish schools. The Education Attaché regularly organizes information sessions at universities 
to promote this program throughout the academic year.

Canadian Language and Culture Assistants Program 
(NALCAP)

Canadian Language and Culture Assistants in Spain

Academic Year 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24

Number of students 336 393  289 294

Source: National Statistical Plan, Ministry of Education, Vocational Training, and Sports 2024
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Spanish Conversation Assistants
Spanish conversation assistants support the activities carried out in the Resource Centers and 
collaborate with teachers of Spanish in the schools where they work. In the 2023-24 academic 
year, there were five Spanish conversation assistants: three in Edmonton (Alberta), one in Winnipeg 
(Manitoba), and one in Ottawa (Ontario). Their functions include supporting Spanish students and 
teachers using resources from the Ministry of Education and the Education Attaché, and organizing 
cultural activities such as film cycles, debates, etc.

Spanish Resource Centers
In Canada, the Ministry of Education, Vocational Training, and Sports has Spanish Resource Centers 
aimed at promoting the Spanish language and culture. These centers are located at the University 
of Montreal (Quebec), the University of Ottawa, the University of York in Toronto (Ontario), and the 
Language Centre at Woodcroft in Edmonton (Alberta), the latter in collaboration with Edmonton 
Public Schools and the University of Alberta. The centers are managed by two technical advisors, 
with the support of Spanish conversation assistants. All centers are equipped with teaching 
materials for teaching Spanish as a foreign language, collections of contemporary Spanish literature, 
children’s literature, films, etc. Activities such as film cycles, conferences, training days, or reading 
and conversation clubs are also held. Specifically, the following activities have been carried out this 
academic year:

Spanish Resource Centers 

Activity Recipients

Toronto Virtual session of the “NALCAP” program for York 
University Spanish students

Students of Spanish at the 
University of York

Edmonton

Spanish conversation workshops in collaboration 
with the University of Alberta and Edmonton 

Catholic Schools.
Conference “How to make your classes 100% 
communicative” for students and Spanish 

teachers at schools in Alberta.

Students and teachers of 
Spanish at schools in Alberta

Montreal
Conference “The Value of the Spanish Language” 
for Spanish students at Marie de France School 

and the University of Montreal.

Students of Spanish at Marie 
de France school and the 
University of Montreal

Ottawa and 
Edmonton

Virtual presentation of two “Camino de Santiago” 
routes for Spanish students from ISA’s and other 

schools.

ISA school students and 
teachers
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Teacher Training

Since 2021, the Education Attaché in the United States and Canada has been conducting online 
training for both countries. It is difficult to break down the participants by country. The overall 
numbers are as follows:

Teacher Training

Number of activities Number of attendants

Academic Year 2022-23 2023-24 2022-23 2023-24

Canadian teachers of Spanish 41 49 1179 1074

Teachers in our Education Office Programs 79 70 8557 9644

The teacher training activities organized by the Attaché during the 2023-2024 school year are as 
follows:

Conference “Inclusive Language in the Classroom” as part of the Spanish teacher gathering in 
Alberta, taught by University of Calgary professor Angela George.

Conference “The Action-oriented Approach: Enhancing learners’ agency through scenarios” 
by Enrica Piccardo, University of Toronto professor, during its Professional Development Day.

Spanish workshops as part of the seminar “Teaching Spanish as a Foreign Language (LE/2)” 
held at the University of Ottawa, including: Webinar "ChatGPT: A Threat or an Opportunity 
for Language Teaching" by Sergio Troitiño, “Strategic Learning Zones” by Armando Cruz, 
"Artificial Intelligence in Education" by César Poyato, professor at the Autonomous University 
of Madrid.

Workshop “Pronunciation in the Language Classroom from Integrative Perspectives: How to 
Help Our Francophone Students” at the University of Quebec in Montreal, UQAM, taught by 
Aarón Pérez Bernabeu.

Conference “Fostering Oral Expression Through Play in the ELE Classroom” by Professor Jorge 
Martín Peribañez.

Teacher Training Days “ELE Territory in Canada” in collaboration with the University of Ottawa 
and the University of Quebec in Trois-Rivières.
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The conferences and exhibitions organized jointly with school districts, universities, and the 
Embassy of Spain include the following:

At the Manitoba Spanish Teachers Association Congress, MAT’S: Conference “Reading with 
the Mind, the Experience, and the Heart: The Reading Process in the ELE Classroom” by 
Marcela Mangarelli.

“Celebration Languages” Congress 2023 of the British Columbia Association Teachers of 
Modern Languages, BCATML.

Online participation in the Languages without Borders Congress of the Canadian Association 
of Second Language Teachers, CASLT.

Exhibition “The Prado on the Move”. This project, initiated by the ISA’s in Alberta, reached the 
schools of Ottawa as a multidisciplinary project.

Participation in the Jury for the “Football League” Narrators Contest, organized by the 
Education Office in collaboration with the Football League in Canada and the Edmonton 
school districts.


