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EURYDICE - rediE

Å EURYDICE: European network whose task is to explain how education systems are organized in 

and how they work LINK

Å National Education Systems LINK

Å Comparative studies LINK
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CONTEXT

ÅEuropean Reference Framework: óLiteracyô and ómultilingualô competences are indeed among the 

eight key competences for lifelong learning, included in the European reference framework.

Å The Council resolution on a new strategic framework for European cooperation in education and 

training towards the European education area and beyond (2021-2023): identifies the support of 

language teaching and learning and multilingualism as a concrete action for European cooperation 

in order to bring about quality, equity, inclusion and success in education and training.

ÅEuropean Council Recommendations (2019): óExplore ways to help all young people to acquire 

before the end of upper secondary education and training ð in addition to the languages of 

schooling ð where possible, a competence level in at least one other European languageô

ÅReference year: 2021/2022.

Å Publication: March 2023.



DATA COLLECTION

ÅEurydice network: qualitative 

Åquestionnaires

Åofficial top level regulations

ÅEurostat

ÅPISA (Programme for International Student Assessment)

ÅTALIS (Teaching and Learning International Survey)



CONTENT

5 chapters:

Å CONTEXT: list of official languages and linguistic diversity in schools.

Å ORGANISATION: foreign language teaching structures and diversity of languages offered

Å PARTICIPATION: number of languages learnt by students (foreign and regional)

Å TEACHERS: qualifications and training, transnational mobility

Å TEACHING PROCESSES: instruction time and learning outcomes, and learning support measures



MAIN FINDINGS ïLanguage of schooling vs home language

In the EU, 88.5% of 15-year-old students speak the language of schooling at home, while 11.5% 

speak another language (PISA)

SPAIN: 20,6%



ÅStudents learn the first foreign 
language for an increasing number 
of years

ÅStudents may also be entitled to 
learn foreign languages as optional 
subjects

MAIN FINDINGS ïCompulsory subjects



Å In most countries, VET students typically 

study ONE foreign language for the same 

number of years as students in general 

education

Å In Spain, not all VET students are required 

to learn a foreign language; whether they 

need to depends on the specific program 

they are enrolled in.

MAIN FINDINGS ïGeneral vs VET



Students from migrant backgrounds are entitled to home language teaching in very few 

countries

MAIN FINDINGS ïEntitlement of home language



In addition to foreign languages, regional or minority languages are often used to deliver 

content and language integrated learning (CLIL)

MAIN FINDINGS ïCLIL


