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Welcome to our new monthly issue
of the ISA newsletter!

The Education Office of the Embassy of Spain and the ISA program are very excited to launch
issue number 13 of the ISA Newsletter. We aim to inform you about the activities other
schools in the network are carrying out, as well as showcasing the most relevant events
organized by the Education Office. We also hope it inspires you to continue the wonderful
work you’ve already been doing. Enjoy it!

La Consejeria de Educacion de la Embajada de Espanay el programa ISA estan encantados con
la publicacién del boletin de noticias nimero 13. El objetivo de este boletin es dar a conocer
aquellas actividades que los centros de la red estan realizando, asi como mostrar las
actividades organizadas por la Consejeria de Educacion. Esperamos que sirva como
inspiracion para que sigais haciendo la magnifica labor que llevais afios realizando. Esperamos
que lo disfrutéis.
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Eisenhower Elementary (Warsaw, IN)

For Hispanic Heritage Month, students celebrated by
journeying around Latin America and Spain. The day started
with a parade that showcased each country our Spanish
teachers originate from and ended with activities from a
specific country from Argentina, to Colombia to Spain! The
§ whole school came together - even the students in
traditional classrooms - to celebrate and be enriched by the
beautiful cultures that make up our Spanish speaking
world. In a time when the world is very divided, it was a
beautiful opportunity to come together!

Here is a link to an Instagram video from the parade.

Ciencias en Utah: una ventana al mundo cientifico en
espafol. Davis Preparatory Academy (Layton, Utah)

Cada ano, durante el mes de abril, la escuela NDPA celebra con entusiasmo su tradicional
feria “Ciencias en Utah”. En este evento, los estudiantes de 4° 5° y 6° grado presentan
proyectos cientificos fruto de semanas de investigacién, curiosidad y dedicacion. Cada
participante se convierte en un verdadero experto en su tema, preparado para compartir

sus descubrimientos con otros estudiantes, la comunidad escolar y un panel de jueces.

Los temas son tan variados como fascinantes: desde energias renovables y ecologia hasta

quimica cotidiana y robética educativa.

Como incentivo especial, los ocho proyectos ganadores obtienen el privilegio de viajar a
Espafia para presentar sus investigaciones en un colegio hermano. Este ano, los estudiantes
tuvieron la oportunidad de visitar las Islas Canarias, donde fueron acogidos calurosamente

por el Colegio Santa Teresa de Jesus de Las Palmas de Gran Canaria.
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Gracias al compromiso y la guia de nuestras maestras de espanol Norka Jorges, Dora
Cardenas y Ana Pizarro, y al apoyo constante de las familias, nuestros alumnos no solo
desarrollan habilidades cientificas, sino que también se convierten en verdaderos

divulgadores cientificos capaces de defender sus proyectos integramente en espafol.

Video presentacién del programa CEU

Los ganadores del concurso con la Subdirectora Misty Meacham y

la maestra de espafiol Norka Jorges

Colegio Santa Teresa de Jesus de Las Palmas de Gran Canaria

Y £
Octubre 2025 ' ’A
.

3|Page
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Celebrating Culture - Ralph A. Gates Elementary
(Lake Forest, CA)

Tradition took center stage at Ralph A. Gates Elementary, home of the Saddleback Valley
Unified School District Dual Language Immersion Program, as students performed La
Raspa—a lively folk dance from México!

Throughout the year, Gates’ 3rd grade classes share their performances with fellow students
and families, joined by the school’s Baile Folklérico group in celebrating culture, music, and
community.

Calidad y éxito: el mundo a tu alcance

Con el reconocimiento de la Embajada de Espana
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Spanish Education Officials Visit Glendale Unified, CA

On Monday, October 27, Glendale Unified School District (GUSD) proudly welcomed a

delegation of education officials from Spain for a special visit to observe the district’s

acclaimed Dual Language Immersion (DLI) programs in action.

The visiting dignitaries included representatives from the Spanish Ministry of Education in
Madrid, the Embassies of Spain in Washington, D.C. and Ottawa, and consulate offices in

Los Angeles, New York, and Miami.

The day began at the GUSD District Office, where
the delegation met with Board President Ingrid
Gunnell, Superintendent Dr. Darneika Watson, and
district leaders to discuss GUSD’s long-standing
commitment to multilingual education and its

partnership with the Spanish Ministry of Education.

Following the meeting, the group visited Edison

Elementary School and Eleanor J. Toll Middle

School, two exemplary Spanish Dual Language # , < i ] . =3
Immersion campuses. At Edison, fifth-grade student guides led visitors through classrooms
showcasing engaging bilingual instruction. At Toll, students welcomed the delegation and
shared their learning experiences, including books by Spanish authors they are currently
reading.

At both schools, guests observed how GUSD’s DLI
programs foster bilingualism, biliteracy, and cross On
Monday, October 27, Glendale Unified School District
(GUSD) proudly welcomed a delegation of education
officials from Spain for a special visit to observe the
district’s acclaimed Dual Language Immersion (DLI)
programs in action —cultural understanding, preparing

students to thrive in an interconnected world. The visit

concluded with a collaborative discussion on program
design, teacher partnerships, and international cooperation.

“This visit underscores the global value of our Dual Language Immersion programs and our
shared mission to expand educational and cultural opportunities for students,” said

Superintendent Dr. Darneika Watson.

Glendale Unified currently offers DL Immersion programs in seven languages, iilu;ing

s from A

S

Spanish, Armenian, French, German, Italian, Japanese, and Korean, serving stude

transitional kindergarten through high school.
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Celebrating Life and Culture:
Preschoolers Learn About the Day of the Dead
at Magellan International School (Austin, TX)

by Julieta Carrillo, Preschool Director & Early Years PYP Coordinator

Students across all nine Preschool classes at
Magellan International School embarked on a
vibrant cultural journey, learning about the rich
Mexican tradition of Dia de Muertos, or the Day
of the Dead celebrated on November 1st and 2nd.
The Day of the Dead is a joyous and colorful
celebration of the lives of loved ones who have
passed away. It is such a significant and beautiful
Mexican tradition that is recognized by
UNESCO as part of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity.

During class visits Ms. Julieta, the Preschool Director, introduced students to the core

concepts of the celebration, emphasizing that it is a time to remember and honor family

members, friends and pets who are no longer with us.

The children watched a short, age-appropriate video that helped them visualize the colorful

parades, makeup, and family gatherings that are

central to the Day of the Dead.

6|Page




ISA Newsletter, November 2025

They also learned new Spanish vocabulary associated with the celebration,

such as velas (candles), papel picado (paper), calavera (skull), and ofrenda
(altar/offering). Students decorated beautiful calaveras, and in some
classes, Mexican parents even taught them how to cut the paper to make
papel picado flags.

In addition, students visited the beautiful “Ofrenda” that was placed in the

central hallway allowing them to see the traditional elements up close,

including photos, sugar skulls, candles, favorite foods, and marigolds.

The learning experience culminated in a delicious treat! Each child had the chance to taste
Pan de Muerto (Bread of the Dead) - a sweet, soft bread typically decorated with bone-like
shapes and sugar. This sensory experience provided a memorable and authentic connection

to the cultural celebration.

The Day of the Dead activities were a success, fostering an early appreciation for global

traditions and adding a splash of rich, colorful culture to the preschool curriculum!

Hispanic Heritage Night at New Horizons ES
(Palm Beach Schools, FL)

On October 8, 2025, during Hispanic Heritage month
New Horizons Elementary hosted its annual Hispanic
Heritage Night.

At our celebration our ISA students in New Horizons

Elementary prepared tables showcasing items that

represented different hispanic countries. Culture and

tradition fill our school. We had participation not only

from teachers and students, but also our families and wonderful PTA.

e
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They also participated by performing traditional dances, reciting poems, and singing songs

that reflect the rich diversity of Hispanic countries, like “El baile del gorila”. In addition, our

Flamenco Club gave a wonderful performance of “Bamboleo”

Vocabulary Parade 2025 (New Horizons ES)

On October 31, 2025, our International Spanish Academy

students participated in the Vocabulary parade. The goal of this
activity was for students to get immersed in vocabulary and
discuss words they have learned in class. Each student created
a sign displaying their selected word or phrase, which they held

or wore around their neck as they proudly joined the parade.

The Norton Museum of Art 2025 (New Horizons ES)

During this month of November, our fourth- and
fifth—-grade ISA students at New Horizons visited the
Norton Museum, where they explored a variety of
artworks from different artists, including talented
Hispanic artists like Pablo Picasso. The trip was a
wonderful opportunity for them to appreciate diverse

cultures and artistic expressions.

,
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